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ABSTRACT

Phycita diaphana considered one of the important pests which
attacks Castor bean plant in Iraq. Causes great damage to this
industrial and medicinal crop. This research was conducted in order to
expand our knowledge on the pest population fluctation and heat
accumulation required for development under field condition.It was
found that first appearance of larvae was at late April and early
May,which requires 246.5 DD.Larval population density start to
‘ncrease thereafter gradually , specialy when fruit clusters appears at
early june, till it reached the higest density at early July which requires
129434 DD. Larval density fluctuated up and down till its
disapperanace from plant at early Dec .to pass through overwintering
period as last instar, and up to this point the required DD was 3119.1.
The results indicated that this pest have about seven overlaped
generations. The first adult appearance out of overwintring lavae
required 138.79 DD.
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