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Figure 2a: Average 30 years min
Temperature (°C)
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INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDJHOOL DATE FROM AFRICA
INTO THE UNITED STATES

By Walter T. Swingle, Collaborator, Bureau of Plant Industry, U. S, Dept. of Agriclture

Yarly in May, 1927, by invitation
o the French government | jeined
3 Comunussion appointed to investi
pie the much-feared Baioudh dis-
e of the date palm in Morocco
This Commission included membeis
from Algiers, Morocco and France,
!l experts In their respective lines
o botany, entomology. plant path-
thogy and quarsntine procedure.
Our trip began at Erfoud, near
the Algerian-Moroccan & dary,
sed wy proceeded to Colomb Béchar
share we saw the frightful ravages
1 the parlatoria scale, Introduced
wihout itz natural enemics on &
fw offshoots from Algeria. This
Onals, about 12 miles long and from
10 2 miles wide had formerly been
peet-free.  Parlatoria scale sprend
Wilh  Incredible speed throughout
e casis; the dates were only about
Balf-size and were completely cov-
tted with scale, entirely unfit for
Luman consumption. Hogs would
perhaps hove eaten them but the
Anbs do not eat pork!

;On our way into the heort of
Muthern Morocco we were delayed
for about a week at Bou Deuib,
thout 100 miles coat of Tafilalet, the
Frealest date oasts of Africa, noted
for ita choice Medihool dates. We
‘were waiting for the French army
o occupation to arrange for our
My with adequate military protee-
3o, us the country was not yot
Ay pacified
“Here 1| had the good fortune to
_.hﬁmw well-acquainted  with the
Wil and religious head of the oxsis
A Bou Denib where sbout 9000
ﬁ:‘s were growing He was a
geitf (Loeal descendant of Ma.
h) and & Hadj (having made 3
Mo miage to Mecca) and his auth-
ity over the Araba of the Oasis
s practically unlimited. All deal-
with the Arabs of Bou Denib by
French military  authorities

posted there were through him, He
Invited our party to a dinner served
in true Arab style—deliclous food
but no utenalls except one's fingers
One advantage of this system is that
the meat must be tender o come
off the bones! We had a young
rheep roasted whole, many bowls
filled with kous-kous, and veiy
strong. very sweet ten. During the
dinner 1 talked with the Cherif
about the Medjhool date, the only
variety exported in large quantities
from Movocco to Burope. T learned
10 my amarement that the Arabs
only recelved about 2 cents a pound
for thesce dates. 1 told him [ had
bought these same dates from the
original package in London for one
ahiiling (then worth about 24 cents)
& pound. I told him the Arabs
should get more for thelr dates xnd
he asked at once how much mare
I told him if the Arabs would grade
thelr dates for siee und condition
(dry or molst) and protect them
from flies they should be able to
get 5 or 6 cents & poundl This
amount impressed him as extrava
gant but interested him very much
From then on, he was vory eajer
to show me any and everything re-
garding the Medihool date. 1 asked
him f it would be possible to buy
s few Medjheol offshoots to send
back to the United States as we did
not then have this fsmous variety in
our country. He azzanged to accom-
pany me through the ocasis with
several of hie men. We entered ane
dato garden after another only to
find the Baioudh disease in or near
every one of them, Finally we exme
to one that did not show any of the
pale leaves in the middle of the
jeafy top, charscteristic of Uw
Balogdh digease, The gardens ad-
Joining on three sides also showed
no signs of i On the fourth mde
was the brigation canal with date

pulms planted along it 1 followed
the canal back to the point where
the water imued from an under-
ground conduit excavated In the sall
for miles back %0 the mountaing
1 found no trace of the disease along
the canal. Thercupon I ssked the
Cherif to ask the owner if he would
sell me a few offshoots and at what
pwice. Without bothering 10 aak the
owner he sald in no uncertain terms,
“He will sell you what you want at
& reasonable price.” The owner's
men thereupon began feverhhly to
cut offshovts from the bese of o
Medjbool palm surrounded by off.
shoots. In & fow minutes six stan-
dard-sized offshoots had been cut,
but in their haste the workumen had
knocked off five other small shools
They told me 1 noed not pay for
these small offshoots but could use
them to fill the spaces between the
large offshoots when they were
pockod in 2 box. The offshoots were
ull packed that night at the Army
post and shipped at once to the
United States. They wrived n
Washington about five weeks later

The Plant Quarantine authoritics
of the U. S. Department of Agricul.
ture decided that no treatment that
could be devised in Washington
would be sufficient to convince them
that these offshoots were free from
Baloudh disease, and that they muat
be grown for several years under
strict quarantine supetvision in a
state with no date palms in it! This
at first seemed an bnposaible con-
dition, but an emergency survey
showed that the southern point of
Nevads was just the place—-a good
date climate, between two date
states, California and Arizona, and
no date palms were growing in
Nevada

Thanks to the skilful work of
Mr. Frank A. Thackery, an Indian
farmer wan found in this region,

Date growers institution report 1945
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1927

11 offshoots sent to USA from
Boudnib (Tafilalet Valley). Kept in
quarantine until 1936 and released to
farmers in 1944

1972 - 1981

Israel imported Mejhoul offshoots
from California, USA

Origin

Tafilalet Valley, Morocco

1968

Mexico imported Mejhoul
offshoots from the USA to San Luis
Rio Colorado—Mexicali valley

Mejhoul Journey

1990th — 2000th

1990th Other Countries:
South Africa imported offshoots from Peru, Chili, Palestine,
California, USA develo i
: o ped Mejhoul
South Africa and Namibia imported A
Mejhoul derived from tissue culture cultivation programmes

1976

Australia imported
offshoots from California, 1995

USA
Jordan imported offshoots

from California, USA .
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Quantity
Country (tonnes) | Share (%)
1 |lsrael 45,000 42.65
2 | USA 16,000 15.17
3 | Mexico 14,898 14.12
4 | Jordan 10,000 9.48
Palestine 9,000 8.53
6 | Morocco 3,500 3.32
7 | SA & Namibia | 3,000 2.84
3 Egypt 3,000 2.84
9 |Peru 500 0.47
10 | Australia 100 0.09
Others 500 0.47
Total 105,498 |100.00
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MejhoEJI Mejhoul Mejhoul as % of Export value
Country production export total date . (million USS$)
(tonnes) (tonnes) export/production
Israel 45,000 29,000 64.44 | 280
US 16,000 13,262 82.88 | 94.50
Mexico 14,898 3,165 54.81 | 60.70
Palestine 9,000 4,000 44.44 | NA
Jordan 10,000 7,511 75.11 | 50
Total/average 97,898 61,938 63.27

Export sources: B. Glasner (Israel), USDA and W. Glenn (US), R. Salomon (Mexico), A. Haddad (Jordan) and M. Al-Banna (Palestine).




Jseaall ) gai Clga 5 pal

(/) 2019 dk QJ‘){).(\ QAT:JLAAM J)ASM C._\L@A.j ?Ai

(/) 2019 JLM\ UABJJAAAS\ Jj.qﬂ\ C'_ﬂ.@AjeAi

16.00 1535

12.00
10.64
7.76
8.00
6.69 4> 6.22
4.23 4.22

3.93 3.63

\ | ' ' '

0.00

% volume
100.00

86.35
80.00
60.00
40.00
20.00 11.88

0.80 0.56 0.18 0.18
0.00 ammmlc sl sl a——
e NG N ® » @
\)(‘) {;é'b N «\,b(\ /b(\’b 'bQo
O e C &
e Q;‘@ N




Jseaall ) oai Cilga 5 aal

(%) 2019 JMa T.a 5 (e 3 aaall ) saill Cilga s aal

(/) 2019 IA d,)it\).m\ BJJ.\AAM J)A:\j\ QL@AJ (“Ai

60.00

50.00

40.00

30.00

20.00

10.00

0.00

50.44

16.02 15.38

Main destinations of Israel dates during 2019 (%)
20.00 18.83
16.25
16.00 14.60
12.00
9.12 8.76
8.00
5.43
4.52
200 '
5.19 0.00
2.39 2.03 ¥ @ Q S AN
& <<@ N & xR N
() (2
& o
¥
UK Japan Indonesia




N A
e S

" Datil Medjoul 18.00 €lk &

B ¥ any 8 Jgeaall Jland (e AL - o
b A ey ek LS A 40 (_j{ﬁMJM

Jsenall el o3l 5 J<al



Aaiial) Jgal) Cp (el alaal
dgal) 4ail)

daalial) &) padl)

Adalal) aulf g Al e a8l i




dadlial) @)yl







Jsenall ) sal 3 a5 o lii) dal g3 il clasiil) aa)

Alala) Al g Aal) el a8 Cinua

N
S



ééﬂ\ uaibad

@ dseaall s g B Gsldally (5ol 5l
Eleall A8 jeadl LB 4l damidl Jall e
Ll Aalty gl Aol poc el
Ldbae aby Lo Gl galll ilial 8l (e calias
Glha) Lo debad A dg okl Gl J el
& dacadidl Al Al o £ ) Al s &Y
Aa 50 Alde 3 (ki 4df Lale 444 5 AL J sl
AV CliaY) a4 Hlia 35S slachy

_all

Ll (uSaiy Lo 58 g Aadijo Jsganall ol i) 48K
Al ) Yl e A A e
221l 4 Haell Alalal) Bl alasi) e Al B3 ga e
S

L"_ﬂ_ﬂkld EREEN e Y ) gal Ctb\ z\:uu.a)j\ RS c_u..)
Gupndll A8 e My dpall Gomll e
Adumia 43093 yo Gl o) A




Asadl) Al







Aaiiall Jgal) Cp (eail) alns




il pailad
oS IS Jsgaall A2 ) ) (8 Jsall (lany o 5T
Gma a2 (553 e g Lt Lad s (g1 (12 00

iy 1 Sl Sl A o B Y
" il el gind) JMA Lealil

_kaly

a8 2ay a8 gaaill 1 et e daall oy ol ()
o2 (pa il g Ay guiill e (e ] sall
el I Aualiall daaiad J8Y) J sall Lmaa ol




CLaadll g gladl AT caal sl Cile) jal) gans
daadl) 4L

; e e ] e
Axiial) Joall G Gaudil) pland oy il Aluis 3 Aaliadll ol
O S by pUadll ok e
SR Al Jall Jaty JK3 oL Cilbae Clanal s G gusall 5 Cpaiiall
wole (1) Canrs Lo 3oty 8D) il o B (3t oLy rant cudadl
spaail il ) g () ehaliaall
Cilen 55 e LSy (G guiil) ulld
23 (7) 5 (Aol 5 siall o @i

ahjné\és:\j.uﬂk_\um\}a

Alalad) aud) g A8 el a8 Cinea

o ee i B All e dlalad) 2 48K e

aidl) < ya8l) cona ’ " jﬁ)j :AM\ o ils ﬁ

(o osbaad) el 3,3 dldle

b Olalall 30US 1 51 ) ) 53 aala oA il IS5 (50 oy 5 conm

Jsall G &l b3 Jals 5 g Uaall Lol glad/cibaan
Jaa &< el Jall a83al) cld
dseaall de) )




soaill Bliol 392l o Jsgzall yai
s Mely (Jgall Sgiuall (e

U\D Cl..\ol? CUL'_)J U\D |_L> (olQ _)l.u.LUl
daouls| QLZUIJ.LA.U' ole o gVl

b dipe zUWMI o dago 85U
E_l.(uﬂ JS.;.:.u.w l.o.o (o.)l.Q_” u|9.u.u.]|
ole ol )-Ul-’s vyl X

sVl

dxiiedl gl aolgi dage Lo

98 Lo lging piall lgio Jsgzell
il il ol 2lially bouye

Al deale Slfles] ol
wle  Jogzall  jgai  (Gugug
Jo 1l Selutoll

or Gl &l sl 8950
Slo=dl  jolx  dxiiadl  JgM
zlil glba]) plaiwe goi (jloubyg

Joaxall 905 §u9uuig







