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Abstract

During March , 2001 entomogenous nematodes were isolated for the first time from the date palm
longhorn stem borer Jebusea hammerschmidti and fruit stalk borer Oryctes elegans from Iraq . The bio-efficacy
( pathogenesity ) of these nematode were tested in the laboratory against 15 different insects , 13 of them were
Lepidoptera and 3 are Coleoptera . This test showed 100 % mortality in all the lepidopteran larvae after 1-3
days and after 2-6 days in the coleopteran larvae except the pomegranate stem borer Sphenoptera dhia-ahmadi
does not affected .When the nematodes Steinernema injected and sprayed in /on the date palm heat as a mixture
of PDA and water this revealed reduction in the borer population in after 3 months of this operation. The
isolated nematodes could be one of the promising bio-agents which fit the IPM of the date palm pests in Iraq.



