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The Economic Dimension of Production and Export of Dates for

Kingdom Saudi Arabia

Adel M. Ghanem, Abdulaziz M. Al Duwais
College of Food and Agricultural Sciences, King Saud University

Summary:

This search targeted to identify the economic dimension of production and
export of dates for Saudi Arabia. This study relied on determining the priority of
production of dates in areas of the shelf sedimentary and Arab shield by Scoring
Technique method, one comparison between the export price of dates and the average
production costs, as well as to calculate the amount and value of virtual water used in

dates production exported abroadduring the period 2010- 2015.
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This study resulted in a set of results, including: (1) Al-jouf region occupied the

highest class productivity (12.42 ton / ha and more), and the area under cultivation
and production of the crop of dates in Al-jouf region reached ratio 2.03%, 3.11%
each respectively, (2) the priority in areas of the production of dates in shelf
sedimentary put the regions of Al Qassem, Al-jouf in the first place, then Riyadh
region, followed by Hail region and eastern region , Tabouk and Northern region,
respectively. the priority in the production of dates In the Arabian Shield areas put
Makkah region first, and then Najran region, followed by Madinah, Aseer, Jazan and
Al-Baha region respectively,(3) comparing the average export prices of the dates of
4.01 thousand riyals / ton, with an average production costs in light included
irrigation water cost of 4.12 thousand riyals / ton, the cover export prices of the
average production costs rates reached 97.3% during the period 2010 to 2015. Taking
into account the marketing costs of the dates, the economic logic requires no
expansion in production and export of dates and produced local consumption only,(4)
the amount of water used in the production of dates exported abroad decreased from
116.67 million m’ valued at 56.0 million riyals in 2010 to 48.98 million m’ valued at
23.51 million riyals in 2015, (6) inter virtual water cumulative of the dates that have
been exported abroad traded reached 633.49 million m > at the end of the period from
2010 to 2015.

Keywords: Production, Production Costs, Export, Dates, Virtual Water.



