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Summary:

Date Palm Propagation

Date palms propagate by four different methods as follows:

The first method is through seeds. It is established that propagation by
seed is not desirable as it usually produces an inferior variety with no
two palm seedlings are alike, and so decreasing the chances of producing
quality fruit, with one exception: the Barhee variety.

The second method of propagation is through “offshoots” which is the
most used on date palm propagation. A date variety whether male or
female can be propagated by using the offshoots which develops from
axilary buds on the trunk. Cutting date palm offshoots from the mother
palm requires a skilled and trained laborer. The offshoots are then
replanted in a new plantation orchard.

The third method is through the “High offshoots” which grow on the
trunks. Boxes or plastic bags of soil or peat moss material are wrapped
and fastened around the base of the high offshoot. The soil should be
moist until rooting occurs. Then the high offshoot can be removed and
replanted in the nursery or in the orchard.

The fourth and last method is referred to as the “Tissue culture
technique.” This is a new technique used to mass propagate the date
palm. In this case, there are three different methods used which give a
wide range of results including : Shoot tips and buds culture
(Organogenesis), embryo culture (Embryogenesis), and highly
differentiated somatic tissues culture which includes leaf, stem,
inflorescence and root sections.
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4- Date palm Tissue culture. (1981). USA Department of
Agriculture Advances in Agri Tech —AAT-W-17 August.

5 - ZAID, A. (Ed.). 2002. Date palm cultivation. United Nations FAO Plant
production and protection paper. 156. Rev. 1. Rome.
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