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Summary:
Date Palm Fruit Economy and Export

The date palm plantations are still being grown in a traditional way, modern
techniques have not yet been applied, and there are weaknesses in
facilitating lines of credit to the farmers. All the date palm orchard owners
depend on their own self funding which is not sufficient to acquire and apply
modern agricultural techniques. Furthermore, there are no specialized
administration services to address such funding for farmers. The date palm
sector suffers along with the entire agricultural sectors in Iraq from a
decrease of prices and at the same time there are significant increases in the
production and marketing costs. Thus the farmers are not getting reasonable
prices for their produce according to date cultivar. Date fruit export traders
suffer from severe competition with no protection for their production in the
markets abroad. This depressed situation causes the decreasing of farmer’s
incomes and a surplus in date production.
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