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Abstract

The result of state intervention in agricultural prices is depicted in
many consequences which provoke many questions about the feasibility of
these policies and the benefits achieved. The objective of this paper is to
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measure and analyze the economic consequences of government
intervention policy in dates prices in Iraq for the year 2008. This was
achieved through using mathematical technique called" Policy analysis
matrix(PAM)". The results of the matrix showed that the government
intervention through increasing the price of ton procurement of dates
from 190000 dinars to 400000 dinars resulted in increasing private
profitability (D) for donum of date palm from 191.22 thousand dinar to
about 1.9 million dinars. The value of net transfers (L) showed that the
present price policy was for the benefit of dates producers in short run.
The result of protection coefficients showed that the production has
incentives and support by the state under present interventionist policy,
while the results of domestic resource cost showed that Iraq has a
comparative advantage in date production and can compete on world
level.
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