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Comparative Study of Effectiveness of
Pheromone Traps Colors of Red Palm Weevil
Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae) Aggregation on the
Numbers of Cached Weevils

Ahmad Hussen AL -Saoud®

ABSTRACT

Aggregation pheromone traps, are the main elements in the Red Palm
weevil. Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Oliv. control program, which constitute a
major danger ous insect on palm trees.

A field trial was conducted in a Randomize Block Design at Al Rahba Farm
(Emirate Abu Dhabi) during 1st November 2007 to 31 May 2008 to compare
the effect of eight traps color as treatments e.g., white, yellow, mixed colors of
(black, red and green), dark red, blue, brown and green, on the number of
catched weevils.

The results indicated that there were high significant differences between
the number s of catched weevilsin different trap colors. The numbers of cached
weevils wer e 307, 458, 347, 381, 520, 417, 503 and 390 for the above mentioned
eight treatments, respectively. There were no significant differences among
dark red, brown, black and blue. The females were dominanted over the males,
in the cached weevil; with a sex ratio (1: 1.99).

The most important points are to take the necessary care of the traps, use
dark colors (dark red, brown, black and blue) and replenished of water which
allows the decomposition of renders food bait and prevents the cached weevils
to escape or fly again.

More study on different elements of traps for efficient utility are required
to abtain further result in this danger ous insect pest control program.

Key words. Aggregation pheromone traps, Trap color,
Rhynchophor us ferrugineus

@ Baniyas Agricultural Research & Experiment Station, Abu Dhabi.P.o.Pox 5044. UAE.
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