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Studies on the Factors Affecting the Contact of Extension Workers
with the Palm Growers in Al-Kharj Region - Saudi Arabia

Mohamed Youssef Shalaby and Fahad Owis Aldosari

Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Society
College of Food and Agricultural Sciences, King Saud University
P.O. Box 2460, Riyadh 11451, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT: This study mainly aimed to determine the factors affecting making the contact with the palm
growers in Al-Kharj Region. The study investigates the effect of methods of communication used in making the
contact with the palm growers and the nature of the relationship with the independent variables and dependent
variable. The purpose of the study was to determine the degree of contribution of those independent variables in
changing dependent variables.

The study was conducted on 68 expatriates accounted for 8.4% of total (801) farmers, identified by
employing the Cochran equation. Data were collected by using a questionnaire against an interview. Data were
subjected to statistical analysis and were presented in the form of: frequency tables, percentages, arithmetic
means, standard deviation, correlation coefficient (Pearson) and regression, using the computer program SPSS.

The most significant results of the study reveal that more than two-thirds of the respondents had low
and medium exposure to extension advice. As regards the relative importance of these methods, some 55% of the
respondents remain permanently exposed due to television programs, about 42 percent were influenced by the
contact of the irrigation engineer, Department of Agriculture. Some 39 percent respondents get information
through radio programs while ranking seventh, about 26% respondents were influenced by the agricultural leader
and finally Palm growers were influenced by the agriculture faculty. A positive correlation was found at
probability level 0.01 among the respondents for the exposure of extension methods of communication as a
dependent variable and the Palm growers.

However, the negative relationship is observed at the same probability level with the parameters like
age and for the experience in date palm cultivation. However, no significant relationship was observed for the
parameters like: level of education, profession, agriculture farm land-holdings, the number of family members
working on the farm, and the family's annual net income from the crops.
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