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Infected and dead apricot stem borer's larvae and 
adults Chalcophorella bagdadensis were isolated from 
the stem of apricot trees at Mogdadya area  (Dyala 
province) in 2002, surface sterilized by alcohol and 
then transferred on a moisted filter paper in a Petri dish 
and  incubated under 25±1 C° for three days and then 
examined carefully under a binocular microscope. The 
larvae and adults were found heavily infected with 
nematodes. The nematodes were classified following 
Lacey’s key (4) as Steinernema carpocapsae (Weiser) 
(Steinernematidae: Rhabditia). The pathogenecity has 
been tested using the greater wax moth Galleria spp. as 
an indicator in a Petri dish, with the base covered by 
moisted filter paper. Several drops of nematodes 
suspension were added to the filter paper which 
contained the wax moth and left for two days (2). In 
order to harvest nematodes from dead wax moths, 
White trap was used which contained a Petri dish (15 
cm diameter) as harvesting container and glass watch 
laid up side down covered by a filter paper and 10 ml of 
0.1% formalin solution was added to the Petri dish. The 
dead wax moth larvae laid up to the glass watch and 
nematodes harvested from formalin solution in the petri 
dish. These nematodes were highly virulent on wax 
moth as the infection happened after 48 hours and the 
complete mortality (100%) after 72 hours (1, 3, 4). S. 
carpocapsae considered to be first report to the Iraqi 
fauna and can be used as one of the promising 
biocontrol agents.          
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