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Summary:
Date Palm Fruit Picking and Harvesting

Date palm fruit picking and/or harvesting is an important process and
not an easy practice to deal with. Date fruit passes through different
stages until reaching ripening and generally, on any given bunch, the
fruit does not ripen at the same time; it has been the practice to make
several pickings to harvest the fruit during the season. The cost of this
operation is too high which subsequently raises the entire cost of date
fruit production. Almost all picking or harvesting of date fruits is carried
out by climbing the palm tree. After reaching the crown of the palm the
laborer commonly moves around bunches and picks by hands. A new
system for harvesting fruits is to be implemented; a ladder of increasing
length and mechanically by using a hydraulically operated basket and
platform. For handpicking the stage of maturity at which the fruit is
picked will rely on consumer’s preference and variety.
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3 - ZAID, A. and E.J. Arias. 2002. Date palm cultivation. United Nations FAO
Plant production and protection paper. Number 156. Rev. 1. 292 pp.
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