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Summary:

Distribution of Date Palm Varieties in Iraq
phoenix dactylifera L.

Date palm trees are type of the sub-tropical plants growing commercially
between altitude 15° and 35° north. The date palm is one of the oldest
cultivated trees in Iraq. More than 620 date palm varieties are found in
the southern and central governorates, along the Euphrates river banks
and in the Western region of Iraq. For the date fruit to properly mature it
requires prolonged summer heat without high humidity or rain. This
condition must extend through the period between flower differentiation
and fruit maturity. Also, the physical and chemical composition of the soil
is considered a limiting factor in the successful cultivation of the date
palm. There are many important varieties planted commercially in Iraq,
including the Zahdi, Barhee, Khastawi, Halawai, Khadrawi, Makioom,
Dairi, Chabchab, Khaira and others. Generally, a certain variety can be
grown successfully only in the region that have suitable weather
conditions for such variety.
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