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NENRDATESINEWNES

PUBLISHED BY THE REGIONAL PROJECT FOR PALMS &

DATES RESEARCH CENTRE IN THE NEAR EAST & NORTH AFRICA-BAGHDAD-IRAQ

The Regional Project for Paim &
Dates Research Centre in the Near East
& North Afica is a Trust Fund Project
of the Food and Agriculture Organi.

zation of lhe United Natons composed

inating Board cor
sed of one representative of each
member country.
P.0.Box. 10085, Karrada Al Sharkiya
Cable Foodagri, Baghdad

Telex 212699 FOODAGRI IK.
Telephone 7762278, 7765934

« CONSULTANCIES «
— Date Produci
AU the request of the Somalian Mi
nistry of Agriculture, Dr. Awad M.A.
Osman, Project’s Date Production Ex
pert outposted. in Kuwait, visited So
malia from 1 to 15 May ‘84, and
surveyed and studied the present date
palm plantations in Halin. Geseley,
s

in Sonalia

i,
Hobo and Sayn production arzas. The
expert in his report on date production
problems in Somalia made the foll
owing recommendations (a) cleaning of
groves by removing dead paims and
unwanted

and fungicides (d) assisting growers >
rough extension programmes and mal
o evslaie pagony s o 1

countries an

oo stecion 354 (9
Sl of Il posnel s cuios
levels.

2- Network for Research and
nmmpmm of Paim and Dates
(NRDPD)

Keeping in view the interest expressed
by member countres of the Project and
e ortmes of sl gteaon
in date palm sector, the FAO Head:
quarters commissioned Dr. Amir Mo-
hammed, Chs i the Pakistan
Agriculture Research Councl, to pre-
pare a proposal B s i

for

Devopmen of Pam and e The

proposal has since been circulated to the

concerned authoriies in the member
countries and will come up for detailed
discussion at the fortheoming Technical

rdinating Board meeting of - the

Project scheduled to be held in Tunis,

Tunisia, on 28:29 January .

DECEMBER 84

Fairchild Tropical Gardens in Miami,
e main objective of the visit was to
discuss with offcials of the Information

ies i buiding
o o o o e
date paim.

Under the agreement, the IDRC will
shortly provide the Pre
Ak ety o Aumepe ey
sy aders to be
i amon e membr counties of
the Project. Collaboration also inch
4 training fellowships, compiling ret

spectiva Hlogeaphy ot o pn

diectory of researchers, technical and
extension  bullt
reference collection. books ant
searching of computer based agricultu-
ral data bases and setting up of com-
puter peripherals.

< SYMPOSIA o

proved the proposal will
O Headquarters iniially on an
experimental basis for a period of three
years.

+ COLLABORATION .
Collaboration between the IDRC and
u e

I~ Plant Tissue Culture Symposium
in Tunis

o Arabic  Committee
Thsie Culers i sollebstion Wit
Arab Biologists' Union, ALECSO and
the Faculty of Science of the University
of Ty ized a Symposium on the

Under the International Development
Research Centre's (IDRC) grant to
st o Rogiona) Pt I g
ening its documentation and information
centre, Mr. S. Mohan, Project’s Do
cumentation andInformation
visited the Royal Tropical Institute and
PUDOC in Holland: CAB Horticultural
Bureau in UK ; IDRC, CISTL, NL an
Agriculture Canada in Ottawa: Royal
Paim Society and Mann fibrary. Ithaca,
NAL in Washingion, D.C. and the

ert

“Application of Plant Tissue Culture in
Aascii o T i 20,3 biay

About S0 participants. from 12
il it Syngioans

ich of poster demonst
s g ey v st
of plant tissue culiure. The Regional
Do el st 2 G
Saudi A m Libya. 1 each from
e, Bakon & Toe Sud 1 o
ticipate in the Symposium.

Arab participants also discussed the



possibilty of forming an Association of
Arab Plant Tissue Cultuiste s the
auspices of Arab Bilogists’ Uni
2 Codex Alimentarius Date Fruit
Specifications
During the Seventeenth Session of the
Codex Committee on processed fruits
i vegeties PR weldin
Washington, D.C.in February 1984, the
el e i e
both Tunisia and France.
n the Tunisian

proposal was approved to raise the
permissible maximum moisture content

countries. Some of
commendations 3
tablish a Union for Arab Horticulurists,

the many re-

chemical composition of three cultivars

date juice in some frozen desserts by
M.M. Shuke and A.A. Muhsin; Tannin

ntific journal and
i e .
« FIFTH MEETING OF
TECHNICAL  CO-ORD-
INATING BOARD

e A onlng o s Tk
ting Board (TCB) of the Re-
5mnal Project for palm and date is
scheduled 10 be held in Tumis
from 28 10 29 January "85 to discuss

final step. [See also Nenadates News
No. S, June 19841,

« CONFERENCE
The Third Arab Horticultural Con-
ference

The third Arab Horticulural Con-
ference was or the Egyptian
Horticuliural Committe in co-operation

‘Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria and
Yemen Arab Republic attended the
e i s,
minisris, nd

it S i T e
k) i 123 el oy
including date palm
processing were _discussed
sessions.besidesdetailed reports on
horticultural development in some Arabs

of palm and dates in the egion prepared
by Dr. Amir Mohammed, FAO Con-
sultant.

+ PUBLICATIONS «

products by AMM. Nezam El Din

et al; Influence of
caon and e ofssd paniog

st ikt | prmiesd

Effect of

oten by AA. AlSalit; Effect
pruning  of s palm  (Phoenix
dactylifera L) Zahdi

cultivars on

some bakery products by F.F. Al-Noori
etal,

There is also a section on documen.
ation.

The research papers bl
Date Palm Journal are being regularly
reporcd by the AGRIS/SDI Senvice of
the Food and Agriculure Organiztion
of the United N

“The Date Palm Journal
First_issue of volume three of the
“Date Palm Journal released by the
Seton ot il 1504 otal

e
A Vi i iy
and_information centres all over the
world.

The next issue (volume 3, issue 2)
Jhbiredl o el Dol
1984,

lysis of Zahdi dates by gas liquid
ci\mmnoluphy by H. Jadd
Che

S it s e

the  Commonwealth  Agricultural
Bureaux, U.K., Royal Tropical Institute,
Netherlands, Chemical Abstracts and
Biological Abstracts Services from the
United States. The Editorial Board
welcomes any views o suggestions from
readers and invites datespecialists (0
contribute to the Journal from time to

A free copy of the Journal can be ob-
tained by writing to the Chairman of the
Editorial Board:

FAO Regional Project for Palm

& Dates Research Centre

P.0.Box 10085, Karradah Al Sharkiyah
Baghdad, Irag.

Al Bekr's book on “The Date
Paim™

A limited number of late Mr. Abdul
i book in Arabic
Date Paim: a review of its past and
present status and the recent advances in
its culture, industry and trade” (reprin
ted by the Regional Projectin 1952) are




sl available for sale at a cost price of
S Dl € 0 dols 20l
age from the Regional Project

« DATE FESTIVAL DAY o

2 Kuwait

“The State of Kuwait celebrated ‘Dates
Festival Day' on 15 September '84,
yoder ey oyt o 0 o
Dat

T=Iraq

Many celebrations were held in most
of the date producing countries of the
Arab world to celebrate the Date Fes.
tval Day. In Iraq the ‘Day’
et 0 Zalilyah Bl
Experiment Statior 1s
sy i Prexndm\
s o

A
BiSiullprie o b K i
s and farmers. Many
el caghating i
Seoton wack Rl ieets
Khai

regional co-operation for this important
sector and to make this day an objective
0 study the situation of date palm and to
collaborate to promte this sector in the

region and the world at
T Bl ki i i
patd by dpain it ns a
cibilon. The publcatons wirt
nccly St W e e of
the fai

A Symposium on date production and
trade was organized later in the evening
in the Union of Agricultural Engincers.
The Ministe of Agriculture & Agrarian
Reform, representatives of the Farmers
U6 40 Mo At
‘Symposiur

In the afternoon, Sheikh Abdallah
Ababic AlSabah  inaugurated  the

speeches in praise of the date
palm and planting of date palms
garden where the  inauguration  took
place.

e i o

by the Project’s fellow Mrs. Wafa Fadhil
Ahmed AlTai from Irag. Mrs. AlTai
has taken up her assignment with the

Agriculture and Water  Resources
Research Cent (snc). F.mmuy-.
Baghdad. The Re ject wishes

e et o o s
10 ther active co-peration with the Pro-
Jectin the future.
2 Kuvait
T Frofc e Wi s s
successful com
prcspelgio
the University of Missouri, US,
Yousul Al-Tarskma ' of the State of
Exal, Mo Simsias My A
rarakma and wish him well n his carcer.

Social Affuirs organized
o ot s i S Al
Adiz Hashim spoke about the glory of
date paim as quoted in the Holi Quran
and by Prophet Mohammed. Date
Production Expert, Dr. Awad Osmn
alked about rescarch and the dte paim.
Publications rlaed 10 date palms were
lso disrbuted by Kuwat Authoriy for
Agricultue.

.+ TRAINING COURSE +

« STAFF TRANSFER +

Dr. Awad Mohamed Ahmed Osman,
Date Production Expert of the Regional
he

-k Regional Project.

ARE _YOU INTERESTED
IN  DATE  GROWERS'
REPORTS? .

Training Course on Plant Tissue Culture

A teaining course on plant tissue cul-
tare with special reference to date paim
tissue culture was held in Agriculiure
and Water Resources Research Centre,

lectures and practical aspects of plant
tissue culture techniques.

- GRADUATION o
[

“The Regional Project is pleased to re-
port the successful completion of Ph.D
degree in Biological Chemistry from
the University of Essex, Colchester, UK.

T o i K
i B Bl o, B

iy Valley. California. can be ob.

{neatUSS 110 s osoge rom:

Ms Amn Exell
California Date Adminisratve
Committee

B85S Highvay 111
Indio,Caliornia 92201



