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Distance learning course: Organic Horticulture For Arid and Semi Arid Regions
Teacher: Prof. Lahcen Kenny
Type of course: On line (distance study)
Total period:  May 2 to July 17, 2011
Language: Arabic 

Introduction

The present distance learning course entitled “Organic Horticulture For Arid and Semi Arid Regions“ is planned to provide Arabic – speaking agricultural engineers with updated technical and scientific knowledge in the field of organic horticulture with a special focus on the case of arid and semi arid regions.  

The course is divided into six Modules: the first lays the basic principles and legal framework for organic production, the second focuses on organic horticulture under arid and semi arid climate and the third on marketing and economic issues. The three subsequent modules (4, 5 & 6) are devoted to the management of organic fertilisation, soil fertility, pest and disease and cropping systems.  

Didactic objectives 

The course contents are especially addressed to agricultural engineers working in public and/or private sector seeking to achieve the following targets: 

· To refresh their knowledge about organic agriculture in general and organic horticulture in particular and to exchange their personal experience in their respective countries;

· To appreciate the impact of organic fruit and vegetable production on the environment and on the rural community in their countries;

· To get acquainted with the organic approach for managing  horticultural crops;

· To get familiar with the market of organic fruits and vegetables and appreciate the potential and opportunities offered for small and medium agricultural enterprises in the Arab World.

Candidates’ prerequisites 

1. University degree in agricultural science;

2. Excellent knowledge of Arabic and basic knowledge of English ;

3. Familiarity with ICT tools;

4. Easy and steady access to Internet services (e-mail and the Web);

5. Availability to devote about 6 to 8 hours per week (about 1 to 2 hours per day) to the course activities. 

Programme 

· Introductory Module and creation of the learning community (May 2 – 21)

· Module 1: Introduction to Organic Farming: Basic principles and legal framework (May 23 - 29)

· Module 2:  Organic Horticulture For Arid and Semi Arid Regions:  Current situation and state of the art ( May 30 – June 5)
· Module 3: Economics and marketing of organic fruits and vegetables (June 6 - 12)

· First recovery week : (June 13 - 19)

· Module 4: Organic fertilisation and soil fertility management (June 20 - 26)
· Module 5: Organic pest management (June 27  - July 3)

· Module 6: Organic cropping systems (July 4 - 10)

· Second recovery week : (July 11 - 17)

· Final evaluation

At the end of the course the most performing participant will receive the certificate of achievement and a cash prize.

Deadline for receiving applications: April 15, 2011.

Applications and CV are to be addressed to: 

MAIB – Distance Learning Staff 
e-mail: infofad@iamb.it 

Telephone: +390804606358
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